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AIRBUS A350 XWB ARRIVES IN HONG KONG FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER

The world’s newest, most modern and efficient aircraft, the Airbus A350 XWB, landed for the
very first time at Hong Kong International Airport (HKAI) earlier today.
The aircraft, MSN 005, is one of five A350 prototypes used to perform comprehensive flight test
and development trials. The aircraft has to fly a representative airline schedule, demonstrating
its maturity for airline operations. This route proving exercise is the last of the trials required for
Type Certification, which is expected in September this year. The aircraft will be operated by
Airbus flight crews.
For its visit to Asia, the A350 MSN 005 arrived directly in Hong-Kong from Toulouse, France
and will carry out crucial hot and humid tests similar to normal airline operations in the region.
The aircraft will perform a series of high frequency flights between Hong-Kong and Singapore
over three days before departing back to Toulouse on Thursday 31st July.
Airbus A350 will then depart to Johannesburg, South Africa, on Saturday, 2nd August. The
A350’s World Tour began on July 24th and involves a series of tests on four different trips. It will
visit 14 airports around the world and will end on August 13th.

The A350 XWB is an all new family of mid sized wide-body airliners to shape the efficiency of
medium-to-long haul airline operations, overcoming the challenges of volatile fuel prices,
matching rising passenger expectations and addressing increasing environmental concerns.
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The A350 XWB Family consists of three passenger versions with true long-range capability of
flying up to 8,500nm/15,580km. In a typical two-class configuration, the A350-800 will offer 276
seats while the A350-900 and the A350-1000 will offer 315 and 369 seats respectively.
***
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Trip one - COMPLETED
Toulouse-Iqaluit-Frankfurt-Toulouse
Trip two – STARTED
Toulouse-Hong-Kong-Singapore-Hong-Kong-Toulouse (Hong Kong to Singapore several times)
Trip three:
Toulouse-Johannesburg-Sydney-Auckland-Santiago de Chile-Sao Paulo-Toulouse
Trip four:
Toulouse-Doha-Perth-Doha-Moscow-Helsinki-Toulouse
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